clear that he was mortally wounded, no one could
say for certain whether Case was taken by ihe
enemy dead or alive, and a fresh story such as this
could only remind his widow of her fears. So far
from giving way to her sorrow, however, ]\Irs Case
tried, as she always did, to be bright and helpful.
She and Caroline Dickson were constantly agreeable
in spite of the discomfort of living at such close
quarters with three small children, whom they were
always ready to care for or to amuse.
]\Irs Bartrum had been told by Dr TVells that her
little boy could not recover from the cholera, and the
child was now so ill that he took no notice of his
mother; but she and Airs Polehampton applied the
strongest remedies that could be safely given to a
child, and, after kneeling at his bedside throughout
the night, ]Mrs Bartrum was rewarded by seeing
him sit up? though still very weak. Next day she
was taken ill herself and was racked with anxiety
lest she should die, leaving the child alone.
On Sunday the 2nd August the stack of fodder in
the racquet court, which had given trouble before
when the walls collapsed, tumbled down altogether,
burying twelve gun-bullocks. A fatigue party was
told off to dig them out, but only seven could be
saved. Tliis meant a serious loss of food to the
garrison, since the five carcases could not all be
eaten at^jQ^ce; nor could the necessary labour for
extricating and burying them be well spared from
the mines and the defences. Lieutenant Birch and
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